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Racheli Kreisberg

Touring Jaffa's churches with Moish Maoz, 10 June 2017
Starting at the Ottoman clocktower built in 1900 to celebrate
25 years of the rulership of Abdul Hamid II, the 34th Sultan of
the Ottoman Empire and the last Sultan to exert effective
autocratic control over
the fracturing state. The
first church to visit is the
St. Michael's Greek
Orthodox
Church.

Continuing to the “House of Simon the Tanner”
( )שמעון הבורסקאיat the Armenian Christian Zakarian
family and hearing about the story of Petrus who
went from Jaffa to Caesarea, the location of the
Roman headquarters in the 1st century CE, to
convert Cornelius, a Roman pagan soldier. This was
the first conversion of a non-Jew to Christianity.
Two other sites identified with Simon the Tanner
are the Franciscan Petrus church and the Russian
Petrus church in Abu Kabir.
Moish Maoz will guide us in the
Franciscan Saint Petrus church. We will
start at the crusader chapel, built on the
ruins of a byzantine monastery, by Louis
the IX of France who led the 6th and 7th
Crusades in the 13th century. In the year
1217 Saint Francis of Assisi established the
Franciscan order in Israel, which in 1342
became Custodian Terra Sancta. In 1799,
the Franciscans hosted Napoleon who was
visiting his injured soldiers after the lost battle in Acre. At the end of the 19th century, a modern
church was built with the help of the Spanish monarchy. The church is dedicated to Petrus and
faces West, the Sea, unlike most churches that face East. This is related to the fact that Petrus
went from Jaffa to the West to preach Christianity; Petrus was crucified in Rome and the angel
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who addressed Petrus in his dream came from the West. We will see the Black Madonna, a gift
from Poland.
Saint George’s church serves the vibrant community of
circa 5,000 Greek Orthodox. The compound is comprised
of a monastery, a church and a large courtyard which
serves the scouts. The church is dedicated to Saint
George, born in the 3rd century. He served as an officer
in Caesar Diocletianus’ army and saved the city of Lydda
( )לודby killing a dragon who wanted to destroy the city.
Saint George is the 4th sacred saint in Christianity after
Jesus, Mary and John. George converted to Christianity
which was a forbidden religion at the time of Diocletian.
He was tortured to death on the wall of Andromeda in
Jaffa and is buried in Lydda. He is depicted on the Iconostasis to the right of the prophet Elijah.
Our next stop is the Catholic Franciscan Saint Anthony
church on Yefet Street 51 which offers several religious
services on Saturdays and on Sundays. St. Antony church
and St. Petrus church are the two Franciscan churches in
Jaffa. The church is dedicated to Anthony from Padua,
Italy, who was a Portuguese Catholic priest and friar of the
Franciscan Order. He is known as the most celebrated of
the followers of Saint Francis of Assisi and is the patron
saint of Padua and many places in Portugal and in the
countries of the former Portuguese Empire.
There is a large educational center of Terra Sancta. We are going to be present at the Messe
and will enjoy the liturgics. The ceremony includes the drinking of wine and the eating of the
Communion, representing Jesus’ blood and body, offered solely to Catholics.
Hopefully we are going to be lucky and be allowed to
enter the St. Anthony Coptic Church in Jaffa, a unique
opportunity to visit a church that is usually
inaccessible to the public. There are 5 monks, dressed
in their unique traditional clothing, with Father
Michael as the sole monk. The Coptic Christians
arrived in Jaffa following the invasion of Ibrahim Faha
(1831-1840) from Egypt and established the church in
1855. There is a strong connection between Egypt and
Jaffa (Jebaliya in Jaffa is named after the
neighborhood in Gaza and Abu Kabir, established in
1836, is named after the city Abu Kabir in the Egyptian delta; oranges form Jaffa were exported
to Egypt). The compound is comprised of a monastery, a guest house, a church and a previously
well-kept orange orchard. During Easter 10,000 Copts from Egypt visited Jaffa (in Egypt there
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are approximately 10 million Copts). The church is dedicated to Antonius the founder of
monasticism at the end of the 3rd century in Egypt. The church is orthodox and belongs to the
Monophysite churches who believed that Jesus had only a single "nature" which was either
divine or a synthesis of divine and human.
En route to the five schools clustered on Jeffet street, we pass King Faisal’s bridge (Jeffet 42)
which was built by the British mandate and enabled traffic above the Gaza Road that connected
Jaffa with Gaza. Faisal was the ruler of Iraq appointed by the British.
The educational institutions include a) Secondary Terra Santa;
b) Saint Michael school of the Greek Catholics; c) the school
of Sisters of St. Joseph of the Apparition which was later
turned into the French hospital named after Louis IX and
nowadays is a luxurious compound; d) Le Collège des Frères
built in 1882 and is part of the French La Sallian educational
institutions, the school is operated by the French embassy and
the Israeli Ministry of Education. There was rivalry between
the Salian Franks and the Italian Salesians; e) Scottish
Tabeetha School built in 1863.
The kind hospitality of the Jaffa Assembly will lead us to the Protestant Anglican cemetery
which is nowadays well preserved. The land for the cemetery was purchased in March 1842,
two months after the arrival of Bishop Michael Solomon Alexander in Jerusalem. In those days,
Jaffa was still surrounded by a wall1. On the east side of
Gaza Road, stretched along the wall's ditch (Jeffet Street
today), was a barren hill on which the cemetery was
established, along with other Christian institutions. Two
famous people are buried in this cemetery: a) Dr. Anthony
Hodgkin, a British physician. He accompanied Moses
Montefiore to Palestine in 1866, where he contracted
dysentery and died in the same year. He is considered one
of the most prominent pathologists of his time and a
pioneer in preventive medicine. He is now best known for the first account of Hodgkin's
disease, a form of lymphoma and blood disease.; b) the British General Edward Thomas
Mitchell who took part at the Battle of El-Medjdel, a skirmish between Ashdod and Gaza,
possibly (judging from the name) near al-Majdal Asqalan, on the 15th of January
1841.
Our last site before lunch is going to be the Scottish Tabeetha School. In 1863,
Jane Walker–Arnott, the eldest daughter of a Glasgow University professor,
founded the school to give the girls of Jaffa a measure of dignity and
independence in an oppressive society. In 2013, the school celebrated 150 years.

1

http://www.academia.edu/14694571/The_Anglican_cemetery_in_Jaffa
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We will drive to Abu Kabir and park in the large parking lot
(Ben Zvi Street corner Tel Giborim Street).
Petrus Provoslavian orthodox church in Abu Kabir, is
dedicated to Petrus and Thabeeta whom Petrus revived.
This is one of the Russian compounds in Israel, situated on
the main road between Jaffa and Ramle and from there to
Jerusalem – the route of the pilgrims which included St.
Petrus church in Jaffa, Joseph of Arimathea (Yosef
Haramati) in Ramle who donated his burial cave to the
crucified Jesus, and Jerusalem and Bethlehem. Brother
Constantine Nurov identified this site as Thabeeta’s burial
place, which eventually led to the purchase in 1874 of 32
dunams by Antonin Kapustin, a monastic clergyman of the
Church of Russia. In the 70s of the 19th century, the noted
French Orientalist and archaeologist Charles Simon
Clermont-Ganneau identified 34 Jewish tombstones with
Hebrew encryption. The tombstones were transferred to
Europe and in 1975 Dr. Zvi Ilan managed to get 7 of the
tombstones back which are nowadays on display in the
Museum of Jaffa, near the Saraya building in the Old City
of Jaffa.
At the Russian compound in Abu Kabir there is the burial cave of Thabeeta, a cemetery and the
church. The church was erected in 1894 and belonged to the few churches of the “White”
Russian orthodox order (such as the Church of St Alexander Nevsky in Jerusalem). The Russian
KGB operated extensively in this church, one of the Russian spies being the Israeli colonel Israel
Bar who was active in the 60s of the 20th century and was sentenced for 10 years in prison.
The aedicule of Thabeeta has an encryption in several languages,
including Greek, Georgian, Latin, English, Hebrew, Arabic and
Cyrillic.
The tomb of Thabeeta is a cave in the kurkar (calcareous
sandstone) ridge and resides in a beautiful garden with plants,
trees and peacocks, the latter being a symbol of eternity in
Christian belief.
The church is richly decorated with a beautiful iconostasis and
paintings in the aisles depicting Petrus with the angel Michael;
Jesus washing the feet of his disciples prior to Last Supper; Jesus
giving Petrus the primacy at Tabgha, by the Sea of Galilee; Peter's
triple rejection of Jesus as commemorated at the Church of Saint
Peter in Gallicantu on Mt. Zion, Jerusalem. Another painting
shows Petrus’ crucifixion in Rome with his head down.
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In summary, this is going to be a wonderful tour of the major Christian sites in Jaffa and
neighboring Abu Kabir which gave a deep insight of the important role Jaffa plays in Christianity
and its wide influence on non-Jews outside the Land of Israel.

